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Donald Duck Christianity 


Donald Duck is the symbol of the Christian life for one 
missionary working in Guatemala. Concerned to stop native 
women weaving their traditional patterns. because they 
incorporated ancient Mayan (‘pagan’) designs, he prevailed 
upon them to exchange their embroidered heirlooms for Donald 
Duck T-shirts. * 


Rarely is the merging of the sacred with the secular so 
pernicious. Yet the timeless message of Christianity is time and 
again shrouded in contemporary attitudes limited and 
emasculated, it is made the servant of the current trend. It is 
equated with obedience and authority: associated with the 
status quo and with respectability. 


Jesus associated with outcasts and attacked snobbery and 
self-righteousness. How bitterly ironic that his name has been 
used so often to legitimise those very attitudes. The successful 
tich in Christian cultures have claimed that the road to heaven is 
-paved with industry well-rewarded, that the poor are 
undeserving and that cleanliness is next to godliness. Despite the 
teaching of Jesus about the camel and the needle’s eye, the 
accumulation of wealth has been seen as a Christian virtue. 
Despite the Sermon on the Mount and the agonised Book of 
Job, in which the just man suffers, it is argued that misfortune is 
a God-sent retribution and success a divine reward. 


Of all the detailed moral injunctions in the Bible, a good many 
are unfashionable at any one time — just as well, perhaps, since 
they contradict each other. Today, the Bible is often quoted on 
the subject of sexual morals; but rarely used to condemn the 
Western banking system. Christian voices used to be raised 
against usury, but now the debate is closed: indeed. our entire 
culture is dependent on the lending of money at interest. So the 
biblical quotations are unheard. 


It is so easy to find a text which endorses a view already held. It 
is so easy for the powerful to use Christianity as their 


instrument. Inevitably, different details of Christian teaching 
will be stressed in different generations. But when detail is made 
an absolute, or used to buttress strength and oppress the weak, 
it goes against all that Jesus taught. The Christian message is 
more profound — it calls for the love of God (a true attempt at 
a spiritual life) and a love of my neighbour which may be 
heart-wrenchingly difficult. The details follow after, and 
develop from this. Being respectable. and being successful. 


doesn’t come into it. 


A shifting emphasis, a merging of the sacred and the secular, a 
mingling of the old with the new — all this is right and good. 
Christianity wasn’t born in Europe: but had it not assimilated 
Western symbols and participated in everyday life it would 
never have survived. Christmas trees and carnivals and the 
thought patterns of the Greeks have not debased the Christian 
message but have layered it with colour. But when Christianity 
becomes a pawn in a secular game, appropriated by one culture 
or one class, the blending of the spiritual and material worlds 
has become pernicious. 


The missionary of the Donald Duck T-shirts intended to root 
out evil: in reality he exported America; he merely replaced the 
symbols of one culture with those of his own. All that is 
Western is not Christian and much of Western Christianity is 
stale. We must listen to other Faiths, look to the Third World 
Churches, seek to understand rather than impose. The blending 
of cultures and the mingling of the spiritual with the secular 
may then illuminate the gospel, rather than distort it. 


Judith Rice 


* Described by the travel writer Norman Lewis, profiled in the 
Sunday Telegraph 1 May 1988. His book The Missionaries is 
published by Secker and Warburg, price £10.95. 
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Joint 


Venture | 


The Rev Alan Johnson explains what the National 
Chaplaincy Team, which he has recently started up 
with Rev Colin Rudd, means to them and to the 
movement. 


One of my ‘in’ words at the moment is partnership. Wherever | 
go I find myself talking about the importance of partnership 
between members and staff. staff and management, membership 
and headquarters, and so on. Our projects are achieved because 
there is a working partnership in the organising group, with the 
‘agency’, between volunteers, and so on. In branch life, a 
successful meeting relies on the working partnership between all 
those who participate. 


It could be said that partnership is only ‘fellowship in action’. 
But it is more than that, because it acknowledges that we will 
only achieve something by working together and utilising the 
variety of skills available. This requires the recognition that the 
other person has something to give which I have not, some 
specific skill or training which is his or hers alone. The variety of 
skills and experiences we have in Toc H, and the way in which 
we must work together to achieve something, is one of the first 
discoveries that each of us makes in the movement. It is also one 
of the things I constantly rejoice at. 


‘An aspect of 
partnership’ 


The National Chaplaincy Team is an aspect of partnership in 
Toc H. The formation of the team is a recognition that there is a 
particular training. skill and experience available in those who 
are ordained, and that the movement needs that to enable 
Toc H to be complete. This is not to say that members of the 
team are ‘experts’ in their field. We certainly would not say that 
we have any kind of monopoly of spirituality or spiritual 
understanding. Neither do we have the ‘answers’. But we do 
have a particular training, skill and experience which can now be 
utilised within the movement. 


One of the joys of working with Toc H is that there is, 
generally, a clear recognition that every individual has their own 
very specific and special contribution to make. We are founded 
on the idea that every person is a uniquely valuable individual. 
For me, this also means that every person’s experience is 
valuable whether we label that experience as ‘practical’ or 
‘spiritual’. The very richness of Toc H is that everyone who is 
involved has a different experience and a different 
interpretation of what that means. Talking with members, I find 
it challenging and enriching to hear of their beliefs, their 
interpretations, and their understanding of what ‘spirituality’ 
means. 


Partnership in this context means very much the same thing as 
the third point of the Compass: ‘fairmindedness’: but it also 
embraces the other points too. It requires real love for me to be 
able to accept someone else’s convictions when they are in 
direct contradiction to my own. And I in turn can offer real 
service by being honest about my own beliefs without trying to 
force them onto others. I can be truly ‘acknowledging the 
spiritual nature of man’ and ‘testing the Christian way ' by being 
true to my own interpretations. 
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Alan Johnson and Colin Rudd of the National Chaplaincy Team. 


The role of the National Chaplaincy Team is to encourage and 
enable these kinds of exchanges to take place. Our task is to 
provide opportunities for people to reflect on their experiences 
and to provoke discussions which will require a deep and honest 
sharing of beliefs. We cannot and certainly do not have the 
answers to ‘life. the universe and everything’, but we can help 
people to discover their own. 


‘We have different 
skills and experiences’ 


We also have a role in being responsible for pastoral care. Again, 
this means a partnership. We do not go round ‘giving advice’ — 
that’s very dangerous. Where necessary, though, we are available 
to work with people in exploring their difficulties. “Talking 
things out’ with someone in confidence can itself solve what 
seems to be a problem, and often clarifies both the issues 
and the ways forward, Sometimes there can be difficulties in 
relationships in a branch or group. Bringing in an independent 
outsider can help to resolve these difficulties. We are here to 
help where we can. 


Being a team, we are a kind of partnership within a partnership: 
a partnership of ordained people within the partnership of 
Toc H. We are clear that we do not wish to ‘cover the country’ 
in the sense of areas of geographical responsibility. Colin and I 
have different skills and experiences. We want, therefore, to be 
available to respond with the appropriate skill wherever we are 
required. Don’t be too disappointed, then, if you invite Colin to 
some event and find yourself with me instead! 


We want to travel around the country and meet you. We want 
to use our skills and experiences and training in the service of 
the movement. We need you to ask us to help where you think 
it appropriate. The formation of a National Chaplaincy Team is 
a new and exciting idea. We want to make it work. In the end, 
we are more dependent on you than you on us. That’s the 
nature of partnership. 
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are transient, but among the more permanent residents is a 
considerable number of Irish and Asian people, along with a 
smaller percentage of Afro-Caribbean, Scots and Chinese. These 
groups form very close-knit, almost exclusive communities 
which have never gone out of their way to intermingle. Yet, 
surprisingly enough, this is an area of notable racial harmony. 


However, Sparkbrook is not without its problems. At the 
present time it is having to contend with a growing number of 
rebellious young Asians, who are turning against their families. 
The strain of living by eastern customs in a western culture has 
for many proved too much. Hindu, Sikh and Muslim youths are 
now striving for their own identity, something which is causing 
tension within their respective communities. 


‘By this point 
I had established close links 
with the community’ 


In September 1986, Tom McNamee started work as a Long 
Term Volunteer in Sparkbrook. To assist him in extending 
Toc H’s influence in the area, a support group was established 
as a sub-Committee of the District Executive. Over the course 
of the last 18 months, Tom and his back-up team have been 
assessing the needs of the local community. For most of that 
time, he has worked from the Sparkbrook Association Centre, 
which was established 25 years ago. It originally set out to be 
a ‘family centre’, accommodating play groups, an advice centre 
and a library. However, over a 10 year period it went down-hill, 
mainly because it took out a licence to sell alcohol and so 
became a social club first, a community centre second. 
Eventually it was forced to close down and the future of the 
Association was reviewed. When it re-opened in the early 80s, 
it proved very difficult to persuade the local people to make use 
of the facilities again, especially as the previous management 
committee and staff had earned a reputation for being racist. 
It was largely due to the effort put in by a former Toc H LTV, 
Graham Lowther, that the centre’s image began to improve. 


When Tom took over from Graham, one of the first needs he 
immediately identified was for an up-to-date directory of all 
the voluntary and statutory organisations working in the area. 
In December 1986, he undertook the supervision of three girls 
— a Greek Cypriot, a Jamaican and an Asian — who were funded 
by the Manpower Services Commission to compile the 
Directory. It was a lengthy process, for the information on each 
page needed to be written in both English and Urdu, but by the 
end of last year their task was completed. So far 220 copies 
have been printed and Tom hopes to add to those another 
4,000, so allowing every household to have one. The Directory 
will be delivered by two bi-lingual field workers, who will be 


Photo: Tim Becket 


able to deal with queries as they go round. The operation will 
be co-ordinated by two office workers, based in the Association 
Centre, so meaning that four new jobs will shortly be created. 
It is anticipated that the Directory will be updated every two 
years. Its value will be shown in the very near future. when 
Sparkbrook’s advice centre closes down; without the Directory, 
people would have no easy access to important information. 


Tom’s first year as an LTV was not confined to masterminding 
and producing the Directory. He also tried to encourage young 
people to use the centre where he’s based by setting up a 
junior club which he wanted local teenagers to help run. The 
club never got off the ground, due to general disinterest. After 
various other attempts to encourage use of the centre, some of 
which were successful, Tom felt that he had to make a choice. 
He could either continue to promote the Association in 
Sparkbrook, or else he could change the emphasis and push 
Toc H into the limelight. He makes no apologies for choosing 
the latter. ‘By this point I had established close links with the 
community and with various religious centres. People were 
getting to know who I was; more importantly, they were 
getting the confidence to come and ask for my help.’ 


‘It’s a case of walking in, 
buying a drink, and getting in 
on a game of pool’ 


During the second year of his LT Vship, Tom has set out to 
convey his own personal perception of Toc H, emphasising the 
aspects which have become important to him. He prefers to 
talk about the friendships one can make, rather than the 
Christian dimension. This is not to say that he sees the spiritual 
side of Toc H as irrelevant. However, for someone who is trying 
to sell the movement in a multi-faith environment, the dangers 
of portraying it as exclusively Christian are obvious. Tom 
believes in opening up avenues for people to explore. He does 
not want to deny access to anyone because they have different 
religious beliefs. 


He has adopted a very unusual approach to his job. He has 
detached himself from the centre to some extent, realising that 
new projects are not going to come knocking on the door — 
they have to be uncovered. He now does a tour of amusement 
arcades, pubs, and coffee bars: places which attract large 
numbers of unemployed young people. To some this may sound 
a bit daunting but Tom insists that there is really nothing to it. 
‘Often it’s a case of walking in, buying a drink and getting in on 
a game of pool. lil start chatting and sooner or later I'll be 
asked what my line of work is. I just take it from there.’ He 
doesn’t go in for preaching. His is a very casual approach which 
is aimed at building up trust over a period of time. So far he’s 
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Scenes from the Fandabadozy Fun Day 
which Tom organised to mark the 
Sparkbrook Association’s 25th birthday 
last year. 


been accused of being a DHSS snooper, a Drugs Squad Officer 
and a member of the CID! Getting the confidence of others 
takes time but Tom’s method has so far reaped good results. 
He has got to know lads from Saint Basil’s Hostel, an inner city 
charity providing shelter for homeless youths. He persuaded 
eight of them to go on a project with him to Plymouth, where 
they lived on a boat for a week: ‘They were having to cope with 
unusual circumstances and take account of each other’s needs. 
Living in such close proximity created tensions but at the end of 
the week all admitted that they had got a lot out of it.’ 


On their return to Sparkbrook, six of them asked if they could 
form a Toc H group. Despite a few problems — three of them 
have been rehoused elsewhere and have had to drop out — the 
remaining members are engaged in various projects. In April 
they helped to organise a canal boat weekend and they have 
conservation projects planned. For the last few months, 
however, they have been heavily involved in the preparations 
for ITV’s Telethon Appeal which took place on the 29/30 
May. and raised money for charity. As soon as Tom learnt of 
the appeal he saw a chance to involve the whole community in a 
fundraising event. He formed a committee and together they 
planned a gala day to which all the families in Sparkbrook 
would be able to come. As well as offering a fun day for all 
ages, a carnival on this scale would also mean good publicity for 
Toc H. He alerted the local press once the main attractions had 
been booked and on the day of the carnival. he made plans to 
set up a Stall at the side of the main stage, manned by local 
youths, advertising the work done by Toc H. ‘/t will make the 
point that although the money raised is going to Telethon '88, 
Toc H is responsible for doing all the ground work. I want to 
say to people, now come and see what else we're involved in — 
come and join us!’ Although the appeal has been and gone, 
Tom and the committee are now intending to apply to the 
Telethon Trusts for grant aid to enable self-help community 
initiatives to be established. Therefore, even after Tom's 
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contract with Toc H expires in August, there will still be people 
around to continue his work with unemployed youth and to 
develop self-help groups in Sparkbrook. 


‘Toc H shouldn't withdraw 
its support until new ventures 
have become established’ 


People in the area have come to rely on Toc H and Tom feels 
very strongly that they should not be disappointed. As far as he 
is concerned, Toc H should not undertake work in inner city 
areas unless it is prepared to make a long term commitment. If 
it ‘pulls out’ in August, five people will be without jobs, local 
children will no longer enjoy holidays away and several projects 
will fold up. Tom has plans to mount a painting and gardening 
scheme and would especially like to bring in groups from 
outside the area to work and socialise with young people 
from Sparkbrook on weekend projects. But this cannot be 
achieved in just two months. And besides. he questions how 
wise it would be to start up such initiatives if he is going to be 
unable to sce them through and ensure that they carry on. 
‘There must be self-help groups to continue the process’, he 
insists. ‘Toc H should not withdraw its much needed support 
until new ventures have become firmly established. ’ 


Toc H has managed to build up a trusting relationship with the 
Sparkbrook community and has provided an opportunity for 
different racial groups to integrate and co-operate more 
successfully. The process began with Graham Lowther some 
four years ago. Now his efforts, along with those of Tom and his 
support group, are just starting to pay off. People are beginning 


to respond; to let them down at this stage would be to undo all 
that has been achieved so far. 


Next month Sue Biggerstaff will be highlighting the 
Birmingham Outward Group. 
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When Wye Forest Branch took ‘work and leisure’ as 
the theme for their branch programme, John Dickson 
offered to try and help by looking at it from a Toc H 
point of view. He gave them a talk, asking — ‘How do 
you apply the Four Points and the Main Resolution in 
real life situations?’ 


John 
Dickson 


This article is an adaptation of that talk. 
Sa 


Toc H does not really split work from play. When we work we 
are often light-hearted and full of jokes. Our play can be the 
building of the best of our fellowship, and although this can be 
done with great lightness of touch it is a very serious business. It 
may even be the heart of the matter. 


Let us look at the Four Points and see how they relate to work 
and play. First. ‘Friendship seems to be clearly in the area of 
‘play’. But Toc H is about ‘creative friendship’ and so much of 
the friendship that is offered in the name of Toc H is of a higher 
order than play. Jt offers the chance of growth and change. 
and it values the individual. | would claim that we need to work 
at it to produce the best kind of fellowship. Once we have 
learnt to value people in the branch, do we not then take this 
out to the work-place, to our clubs and societies, even into our 
own families at home? This art of creative friendship should 
bubble over into every aspect of our lives. 


‘Service’ comes next. Toc H works in the community — but 
there is something about the way Toc H tackles work that 
seems the same in groups up and down the country, young and 
old. It is fun being together, and working on the same task is 
celebrated with jokes and pranks. Many years ago, for example, 
we were doing some clearance work by the river Itchen near 
Winchester with a local young group. David Jones, who 
represented the organisation which ran the site, visited us 
several times each weekend. Every time he came we were 
‘playing’, and yet he also marvelled at all the work that he 
could see had been done. The group worked extremely hard, 
harder than any other group he had ever had there; but 
everyone also played hard, and enjoyed their time together. 


‘Understanding 
does not come 
without knowledge’ 


*Fairmindedness’ is the third point, the one we all have to work 
at. Understanding does not come without knowledge. There is a 
good tradition of the branch working at both sides of an 
argument — first having a talk from Anti-Apartheid and then 
hearing the case from the South African Embassy. I believe this 
means giving people many chances to prove themselves after 
they seem to have let you or society down. 


We must, however, take a stand against evil where we sec it: 
otherwise this whole exercise in understanding is wasted, and 
we become just a talking shop. 


Finally, is the "Kingdom of God’, referred to in the fourth 
point, about work or play? I am sure it is about both and more. 
Tubby Clayton said that Toc H was ‘seven day a week 
Christianity’. 1 talk about it being experiential. We test what 
Toc H has taught us in ‘the real world’; then we bring our “real 
life’ experiences back into Toc H, to try to understand them 
better. The best projects are like that; they are an attempt to 


build right relationships to show t 

all lived closer to the way shown to us by Jesus Christ. 7 

a spiritual nature to man. and Toc H has a way of making 
flood over from worship into every crack and crevice of your 
life. 


People come into Toc H for a great many reasons — for leisure, 
recreation, to meet new people, and to do good for others. 
None of these are wrong, but they are not the motivation that 
you will need to stay in Toc H. 


Part of the problem is that we cannot see how attractive Toc H 
can be to new people. To us it is a warm and well worn pullover, 
the one that we reach for first, our favourite. We see its faults, 
the worn cuffs and the threadbare elbows. If we have been in 
membership for twenty years or more, Toc H is an old friend 
— but we need to bring in new people, and listen to what they 
say about Toc H and what they find attractive. Remember, 
Toc H used to say the meeting was not complete without the 
stranger, which meant there should be non-members at every 
meeting as a matter of course. You have to work at bringing in 
new people.* Toc H should be radical; always changing, and 
challenging to itself and to those around it in the community. 
Too much of what we do is a one or two point Toc H. Most 
branches meet and cultivate friendship, and some still do 
corporate service. But lots of Toc H units have long since 
stopped working at being a better Toc H. At one of your branch 
nights, why not spend the first half noting down the features of 
a perfect Toc H unit, then see how your branch or group 
matches up to what you have noted? Don’t worry — I have not 
met the perfect branch yet! It is not about arriving, but about 
trying to get there. 


‘Toc H offers 
a whole-life 
philosophy’ 


] would claim that Toc H offers a “whole-life’ philosophy. By 
that I mean a way of life that works everywhere: work, home, 
‘at play’ with your friends in the pub. Most people are different 
in different situations; they appear to apply different values to 
work, home and their leisure. And while most of us are very 
hard on other people, we make all kinds of excuses for ourselves 
in similar situations. We all do it, but what is the logic of having 
values for others that are different to those we apply to 
ourselves? Shouldn’t we use the same set of values for 
everybody. and for all parts of our life? 


Toc H speaks to all aspects of my life; and from it I have 
learned to value people. I cannot love everybody, but I am a lot 
more open and tolerant than I used to be. I have learned the 
power of the group. We have seen it over and over again in 
Toc H, where a branch has done work that no individual could 
undertake. I have learned to see the goodness in people. A 
Buddhist would tell you to look for the Buddha in your fellow 
man, and I think you can learn to see Christ in those you meet. 
It is not about feeding the hungry and clothing those that need 
it, so much as seeing the individual as a part of the Godhead. 
Value everybody, as God does and as we are called to do. 


l do believe in evil, but I believe that it is often shown in 
weakness, I cannot make my weak brother strong by doing 
things for him, or locking him in jail if his weakness is a threat 
to society. I have to teach him to deal with his weakness. This 
may mean admitting my weakness to him, so as to build trust. 
To be honest to God, you may end up having first to be honest 
with your neighbour. Toc H speaks to all of our life. It is as 
detailed and complex as we want it to be, a journey for life. 


John Dickson is a Toc H Development Officer in the West 
Midlands and South Wales Region. 


* (If you need help with this please talk to the staff.) 


Sam Van Culin argues that the Christian Church in the 
modern world must respond to cultural diversity. By 
doing so it will discover new riches and a fuller faith. 


MANY 
MANSIONS 


As I look ahead I see something of particular importance for the 
Church, and especially for the Anglican Communion, as we face 
the beginning of the 21 st century. 


At some moment between now and the year 2000, the birth of 
a child somewhere in Africa or South America will inaugurate a 
new epoch for the world’s largest religion, Christianity. “For the 
first time in history’, according to the World Encyclopedia of 
Christianity, ‘there will be more Christians in the southern half 
of the globe than in the northern where Christianity was born 
and where it flourished for two millenia, From that point on, 
Christianity will become increasingly indentified with the third 
world’. 


All the Christian Churches are involved in preparing for this. It 
has deeply influenced the way the Anglican Communion has 
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managed its affairs for the last 25 years or so, and 


ino the next 20 years 
j agement during : ki. 
M, ile Church is becoming more multi-cultur 


pluralistic. 


‘Liberation theology . . . 
is even stirring im Britain 


As a result, we must deepen our understanding of the way Gr 
is revealed through culture. By ‘culture I mean all that hu 
beings do together to develop and sustain their shared lif 
community. This includes their language. their creation myt 
their kingship and kinship systems, their religious practices 
their arts and artefacts. When human beings enter life they enter 
one of the living cultures of the worid. If they are to know 
God’s love for themselves then it must find them there, where 


He first placed them. 
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But this does not mean that the cultures are condemned never — 
to meet. St Paul, for example, used the language and thought 
form of the Greeks to proclaim the truth and power of the 
Gospel. In so doing, not only did he successfully communicate 
the authentic message of the Gospel: his use of Greek 
cosmology deepened the understanding, application and vision 

of the Gospel message. for all time. Likewise today, liberation 
theology has grown out of the vast urban slums in Latin 
America, and now it is even stirring in Britain. A small 
Methodist congregation which lives in poverty near Spaghetti 
Junction has discovered that a strange power can be given to the 
powerless, that despite all their impotence they can in fact 
‘change the direction of something’. 


<4 Service in a village courtyard near 
Clarkabad. 


Y Holy Communion. 


A At Gujrancvala Theological Seminary. 


<d Women of the Mothers’ Union in 
Mundri, Sudan. 


Shebkudda Church. ® 
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Anglican liturgy increasingly recognises the cr 


church. The 1662 Book of Common Prayer has been important 


to all the Anglican Churches precisely because it has been an 
‘indigenous liturgy’ 
‘belong’ to the English people. Because culture changes and 
evolves, so must liturgy. It is difficult to find a way of 
expressing the Faith in a way which takes into account the 
characteristic spiritual emphases and histories of different races 
and cultures. But the sharing of the faith in worship should 
enable the best of any one culture to be taken and offered to 
God. 


‘There are more 
Muslims in England 
today than Methodists’ 


In the future the Church will be affected more and more 
seriously by pluralism. This is a characteristic of modern society 
in general; and indeed in many cases the emergence of a plural 
society has made possible the existence of Christian Churches in 
a culture which is predominantly non-Christian, for example in 
Japan, Malaysia and Pakistan. Other traditionally Christian 
societies have been forced by increasing pluralism to be open to 
old and new faiths alike: there are more Muslims in England 
today than there are Methodists. 


More of the important issues now confronting the Anglican 
Communion reflect this pluralism. We must try to describe our 
common faith in Christ in words that speak to the 


contemporary mind and in images that touch the contemporary 
‘Liberation Theology’, whether in Brazil or 


human experience. 


— the Prayer Book made the Church i 


days in E ( 
throughout the Church 
assert the positive values of dive 
such an assertion can be al 
relativism whereby there are no fina 
do in the Christian family — no ultimate 
conventions of the setting in which we happen to find o 
ah 

And indeed, variety in Christian utterance cannot beu 
There is a core of experience and testimony against which all 
experience and testimony must be judged — a so called ‘charter 
of foundation’. To be a Christian at all is to be committed to 
acting on the assumption that Jesus Christ is the central point of 
reference for our thinking about the nature of being human and 
about our human destiny. The Christian confession is not a 
metaphysical statement. It is a recognition of an event in which 
God became man, entered human life. and dwelt among us. The 
Church is a community of people judging and understanding in 
the light of the incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection. This is 
what the Church proclaims itself to be when it performs the 
sacraments and reads the scriptures. 


‘The essential quality 
. is humility’ 


The varied human response to these truths over the centuries is 
a reflection of the variety of creation, so rich in God's 
generosity and mystery. Do we insist that Giotto and 
Rembrandt paint the crucifixion in the same way? Must 
Watanabe’s Madonna be interchangeable with Da Vinci’s? The 
varied response to these key events are infinite in their extent, 
social impact, cultural nuance, emotional content, and 
psychological intensity. This is no tragedy — this is glorious! It 
adds to our understanding of God and to the enormous treasure 
of our human response to Him. No single response is adequate. 
As long as we offer our response in faith, we are assured that it 
will be acceptable, but it will not therefore become “the norm’. 
That is more than any one person, or culture, or community can 
provide. The essential quality in the process of response and 
interpretation in the Church is humility. Humility opens our 
interest in those whose social situations and cultural contexts 
differ from our own. It makes us listen to them. What is ahead, I 
believe, is the opportunity for us to experience the fulness of 
Christ, in deeper and wider communities. 


David Edwards, the Provost of Southwark Cathedral, has 
described the Anglican Communion as ‘a small model which 
allows much diversity, theological and cultural, in order to 
welcome truth and reality, even at the price of being - or 
appearing to be — untidy, confused, and broken; .. . an 
experiment (often a failure) which is admirable precisely 
because, when at its best, it has never claimed to have reached 
all the answers ’. 


1 believe that this kind of model for the Church is required for 
what is ahead. 


Sam Van Culin, a former Chaplain to the Winanr 
Volunteers, is now Secretary General of the Anglican 
Consultative Council, and is therefore very involved in the 
preparations for the Lambeth Conference. 


This article is an edited version of a talk he gave at All 
Hallows (where he is a member of the clergy team) on 17 
October 1987, to ordinands helped by the Tubby Clayton 
Fund. 


* All photos courtesy of the Church Missionary Society. 
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letters 


We reserve the right to edit letters. 
Only letters with full name and address 
will be considered for publication. 


Porn and Principle 


John Mitchell's article in Point 3 (April) 
was most interesting, and provocative, on 
the subject of ‘Porn and Principle’. 
Pictures of naked women and men in 
magazines are neither degrading nor 
devaluing to either sex, even if they are 
designed to be erotic. Whatever one may 
believe about confining the sexual act to 
marriage or to two people who love each 
other, there still remains the reality that 
the sex drive is a basic passion. Those 
who feel guilty or sanctimonious about it 
may try to deny this, but it remains true 
nevertheless. This is not to say that the 
sex drive should not be controlled, of 
course it should. All 1 am saying is that it 
is natural and that pornography panders 
to it harmlessly. 

To those who would argue that 
pornography is aimed at a male market 
and that it belittles women, | would point 
out that 30% of the mail orders of hard 
core pornography distributed by the 
Mature Media Group in Australia are 
placed by women. Of the middle aged 
and middle class women readers of a 
Danish magazine called Sondags BT, 66% 
sometimes look at hard core pornography 
before having sex — and this is according 
to a Gallup survey published in the Time 
Out magazine a couple of months ago. 

Pornography simply highlights the 
sexual element of life; it draws attention 
to it. and there is nothing harmful in that. 
It does not turn men or women into 
objects for sexual gratification, because 
people still have loving and caring 
relationships with each other, totally 
regardless of whether or not they look at 
pornography. 


Tim Day 
South Holmwood 


Mavis 


If the motive behind the cover of the 
April edition of Poin: 3 is to ‘sell’ the 
magazine — to prevail on us to read it — 
are you not using the very method you 
rightly condemn in your editorial? ‘The 
message of the advertising world is that 
women, like goods, are there to be 
bought’, you wrote. ‘Mavis’ is obviously 
being used, not only to make a point but 
to attract too, as she was at the Toc H 
stall at Essex University — ‘something to 
make us stand out’ — ie a female nude 
model. 
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Toc H and South Africa 


nterest the various letters 
the February issue of 
Point 3. Nothing 1 read made me want to 

from our 
amend the statement that came 1 i 
original Cuddesdon meeting. The = ii i 
thinking about the links between o k 
UK and Toc H SA. which arose from it, 
has resulted in the CEC writing its own 
statement (sce Point 3. May). | fully 
expected that the CEC would write their 
own statement. and accept It. I did not 
want the exchange to restart. with no 
thought about the very real problems 
facing Toc H in this country and (I have 
no doubt) in South Africa. 

Let me try to deal with some 
points in the letters in the April Point 3. 
Alf Coates has a long history of work 
across the colour bar in South Africa. | 
believe he helped to start the Toc H 
men’s branch in Orlando Soweto. 
However he is wrong to see the 
statements coming from Toc H UK as 
submitting to politically motivated 
pressure. It was not true of the 
Cuddesdon group, and | am sure it is not 
true of the Central Executive. There is a 
very real concern in this country about 
the political situation in South Africa. 
Toc H is caught up in that. | have been a 
great supporter of Toc H SA and | still 
feel that they have much to teach us in 
this country. My concern is born of a 
deep love for the country and its people 
stemming from my time in South Africa. 


l read with i 
written in reply to 


Does the end, however good, 
justify the means? Personally, if ‘Mavis’ 
had confronted me on the front of the 
Toc H Journal when as a young person | 


first heard about the movement, she 
would have put me off completely ! 

Alice Welford 

Exmouth 


Thank you for April's Point 3 — it was 
splendid! | won’t say that I actually 
‘enjoyed’ looking unwholesome facts 
about prejudice and social stereotyping as 
fully in the face as that, but I certainly 
appreciated the way in which it kept me 
thinking and coming back to it. 
Heightened awareness made me 
critical of the article ‘Defending Mavis ` 
Not the content, since I have met Mavis 
and agree with the writer that there is 
very little for any woman to be offended 
about. but with the subtly emotive 
language used. For example, | accept that 
an individual can be a ‘member of the 
Socialist Workers’ Party” but later in the 
article the writer refers to the ‘Socialist 
Workers’, rather as if there is no need to 
explain exactly what she means by this, 
and ] am made aware of how seductive it 
is to be invited to collude in a game of 
NQLU (‘Not Quite Like Us’). It’s almost 
an ‘in group / out group” situation, 
always comfortable as long as we're ‘in’. 
This hit me straight between the 


| understand Colin i 
argument for peace and reconciliati 
and there are those who can continue 
turn the other cheek in spite of the fae 
that their opponents show no sign Fs 
meeting or even understanding their 
position, But when does peace and 
reconciliation become appeasement? 
There were some true pacifists who 
would not take up arms against Nazi 
Germany. but most fought ang 
understood they were taking a stand 
against a monstrous tyranny. I believe 
ihat most whites in South Africa have 
made a conscious decision and turned 
their back on peace. There is a strong 
move to the right, with its desire to 
bring back old style apartheid. 1 know 
this has little to do with Toc H in South 
Africa, but it creates a climate in which it 
is difficult for Toc H to preach the power 
of love. Toc H SA stil! contains those 
who would pray for the boys on the 
borders, as well as those who see the 
terrorists as their freedom fighters. I see 
precious little sign from either side that 
they are moving away from the abyss of 
civil war. I think Colin is asking us to 
reconcile the irreconcilable. 

Peter Sutton wants to know 
where the racism is in Toc H UK. I think 
we need to be careful about criticising 
Toc H SA, when Toc H UK fails to 
reflect the racial mix within our own 
country. 1 have seen little evidence of 
racism of a personal type, but with few 
black faces that is nothing to be proud of. 


eyes as being one of those situations 
where our comfy middle class values are 
being set up as a norm for everybody. 
And in passing can | ask who has said that 
a woman cannot wear ‘heavy make-up 
and exceedingly tight jeans’ and still be 
an ardent feminist? Are we to assume 
that all feminists wear scrubbed clean 
morning faces, shapeless overalls and Doc 
Martens? If so, you can count me out for 
one! 


Jackie Bartlett 
Bristol 


Thank you Clare Smythson for a good 
laugh at the idiotic Socialist Workers’ 
Party and their attitude to poor Mavis. | 
wonder what these obviously infantile 
minds would have made of one wartime 
incident? One morning, after a 
particularly heavy air raid in Portsmouth, 
we arrived in Commercial Road to find a 
huge bomb crater where once had been a 
junction. The bomb had blown the West 
of England Clothing Store to smithereens 
and the dummies were scattered over the 
road like so many corpses, some of whom 
had lost their clothes. But someone with 
a sense of humour had rescued one 
“victim” minus any clothes, and had stuck 
him in the middle of the crater with a 
policeman’s helmet on his head, and arms 
at angles, as if directing traffic (of which 
of course there was none). It gave all of 


We have little chance to find out if we are 
racist. | do not think the racial minorities 
in this country have rejected Toc H — 
they have never heard of it! That is not a 
problem for them, but it is a problem for 
a ] am impressed by the letter from 
Ossie Joseph, who I know has tried to 
bring black people into Toc H. There are 
good examples of Toc H breaking down 
racial barriers, which we should 
encourage and support. The exchange was 
not stopped in this country but by Toc H 
in South Africa. If there is promotion of 
meetings between black and white, then 
there is no problem. I would like to hear 
of the new work that Toc H is doing to 
bring a good cross section of South Africa 
together to meet, and maybe even get to 
know each other. I accept that this is 
getting increasingly difficult in a polarised 
society. I repeat, we also have to ask 
ourselves how successful we are by those 
same standards. 


John Dickson 
Solihull 


Toc H Lamps 


It has been brought to the attention of 
this branch, that when branches close 
down (as a result of falling membership 
etc) the lamps which they return are not 
retained by HQ but are melted down or 
otherwise destroyed. We wonder how 
many branches are aware of this and feel 
that very many will feel as disgusted as 


us who were struggling to work cause for 
a good laugh. Sexist? It restored our 
sanity! 


Rev Arthur Collins 
Southampton 


As soon as I received the April Point 3 
I was offended by the cover, and even 
more so after reading the article 
‘Defending Mavis’. | am a counsellor ina 
couple of fields, in which capacity I hear 
and deal with many moral and often 
sordid situations, so I am not easily 
shockable; but I certainly do object to 
this, on the grounds that it is totally 
unnecessary. The grotesque model, I feel, 
looks worse than a prostitute, doing 
nothing good for Toc H. What if it does 
bring in money and volunteers — do we 
want quantity or quality? Yes, there is 
a natural beauty in the female form as 
expressed in the Arts, but could you 
call this ‘Art’? 

I would also like to make an 
observation about the Prejudice article. 
We must show compassion, for we all 
sin in many ways, and as the Bible says 
‘Let them without sin cast the first 
Stone’. But we cannot, as a society 
based on Christian principles, condone 
what the Bible (The Word of God) 
explicitly condemns in Lev 20 v 13: 
‘If a man lies with a male as he lies with 
a woman, both of them have committed 


we are at the thought of destroying these 
items, which we regard as a symbol of 
our heritage. When we think of the degree 
of devotion and dedication given to our 
movement by our Elder Brethren we 
cannot understand the approach of those 
who advocate the destruction of these 
precious items. 

We, admittedly, have no desire to 
see lamps displayed for sale on stalls at 
markets, or snapped up by American 
collectors etc, However, surely we could 
arrange for their safekeeping in Churches, 
Chapels or even in the homes of long 
Serving members? If this were done, then 
we would always have the hope that that 
particular lamp may be passed on, at 
some future date, to a newly formed 
branch in that same area. We are sure that 
many would regard such a move with 
great joy. 


A C Britton, Branch Secretary 
Griffithstown 


Point 3’s New Look 


My branch has asked me to write and air 
our views about the appearance of the 
outside cover of Point 3. We all feel that 
it is appalling -- drab and uninteresting. 
Are we in mourning? The whole 
appearance is of very poor quality, makes 
the whole magazine look cheap, and does 
not attract strangers to look inside, which 
is a pity as the contents are worth 
reading. We also feel it is a pity it is called 
Point 3, which does not mean anything to 


an abomination. They shall surely be put 
to death, Their blood shall be upon them’ 
(AIDS?). 

We must remember that some are 
unfortunately born homosexual and they 
have our compassion and sympathy, but 
also many, many more are in it for the 
‘kicks’ (self proclaimed *gays’). As it is 
a serious menace to society, this cannot 
be taken lightly. We know we have many 
other menaces, including the sale of 
pornography. but surely standards of 
Toc H should not permit encouraging 
or condoning any. 

The family of Toc H has as its 
Patron The Queen, and I think it is an 
insult to her if we have sunk so low. 


Mrs H Shipley 
Leeds 


Homosexuality 


| was astounded when I read the features 
on homosexuality in Point 3, (April). For 
the first time 1 have read a public 
statement — or rather a fair and sensible 
opinion on the subject — in a magazine of 
a Christian group such as Toc H. But then 
is this not what Toc H is all about — its 
opposition to prejudice? Of course man’s 
sexuality is not of choice, and the 
suffering of these people over decades has 
been appalling — the butt of comics, the 
easy catch of the bully. 


people out 


prefer the old title of the J 
cannot be altered could we not 
Magazine of Toc H’ much larger and in a 
more prominent position? 
We really feel that it is not a good 
advertisement for Toc H, and at a time 
when we are making an extra effort to 
find new members it would be a great 
help to have a publication which looked 
really attractive. 


Dot Cridland 
Cheltenham 


Toc H and Northern Ireland 


Replying to the letter from Mick Tierney 

on this subject (Point 3 — April) — Toc H 

is involved in the Province through the 

Northern Ireland children who spend a 

week at the Port Penrhyn Centre, and 
have done so since 1984. 

I must say that I agree with 

Mick’s assertion that involvement in the 

Province is best, and wish him well in his 

endeavours. 

George Cowley 

Secretary: Port Penrhyn 

Management Committee 


TocH Peace Bell 


All contributions should be sent to: 


Mrs Freda Coomes, 109 Church Hill 
Road, Thurmaston, Leics LE4 8GT, 
and not to Edwin Littlewood, as 
stated in May Point 3. 


I'm going to make a public 
confession here and now. prompted by 
Point 3, which needs courage. In my 
teens I was a Black Shirt Officer. 
Fortunately, my father soon taught me 
better when he discovered. However, in 
my country today, I am beginning to see 
take shape all that Mosley called for — 
prejudice, sometimes preached in the 
name of Christ. 


Albert Fremlin-Bailey 
Hinstock 


I rarely put pen to paper these days but 
Sue Biggerstaff’s article on gays 
awakened me. As a Christian, I must 
point out to Sue that gays and lesbians 
can be accepted in society if they are 
genuinely suffering from this apparent 
malfunction of their bodies. Like many 
other diseases, it is something they have 
to live with and like us all, control. It is 
the practising people we do not like. The 
Bible tells us that it is a sin ‘fora man to 
lie with a man’ (as he would with a 
woman). It is detestable and an 
abomination. Thus it is the lustful act — 
as with rape and other lusts — which we 
should abhor. Jesus would say to them as 
he said to the prostitute: ‘Go and sin no 
more’. 


Tom Spear 


East Herrington 
SS Se ee 
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Twin Ilowns 


Reg Coates 


The Chippenham Twinning Association is 


Photo. Christian Tourneur 


The Mayor of La Flèche, M. Louis-Jean Virlogeux (left), receives a painting by 


now seven years old. The origins were 
simple enough. when my son Richard and 
l. both members of Chippenham Branch 
of Toc H. met a young man from 
La Fléche in a pub: Maxence Mulocher 
had just arrived al the beginning of a six 
months course at the local Milk 
Marketing Board, and was glad to meet 
friends who could speak a little French. 
From Maxence’s weekly visits to our 
home to speak his native language, came 
the suggestion that Chippenham and La 
Flèche would be ideal twin towns. 
Chippenham Branch of Toc H became a 
founder Corporate Member of the 
Association, and for a modest fee it 
receives the newsletter and invitations to 
various events. Three families joined as 
full members. 

What relevance has the Twinning 
Association to Toc H? How can its 
objectives be compared to the Four 
Points of the Compass? It goes without 
saying that the Association welcomes all 
in friendship, as we are pledged to do in 
our first point. There is a clear intention 
to foster friendship between the citizens 
of Chippenham and La Flèche, and by so 
doing to improve relationships on a 
personal level between Britain and 
France. The folks in La Fléche could not 
be more friendly and co-operative. The 
annual subscription is kept low, and the 
necessary funds raised by a series of 
events during the year, which bring the 
membership together. Visitors to France 
or to England are received as friends in 
members homes. It is encouraging to see 
friendships developing between people 
who often cannot speak each other's 
language. It would be naive to think that 
the prejudices which divide men do not 
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The coat of arms of Chippenham in 
flowers on a roundabout at the entry to 


La Flèche. 
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Chippenham painter, Bill Woolford, from Reg Coates. Also present: Marie Francoise 
Legall, Councillor Michel Leroy, and Mr Michael May, the Mayor of Chippenham. 


exist — we have had two wars with our 
near neighbours in this century — but it 
seems to me that when men and women 
actually meet each other with the 
intention of getting along. prejudices are 
exposed for what they really are. 

Let us consider the giving of 
service, the second point of the Compass. 
The relief of human suffering is a 
problem which goes beyond national 
frontiers, and I was delighted to attend 
the opening of the new Centre d’Aide par 
le Travail (a centre to train about 60 
handicapped people at a time to do useful 
work) last year in La Fléche. A dream to 
organise a Toc H project with youngsters 
from the two towns was considered a few 
years ago but has still to come to fruition. 
However, young people are still making 
their own exchanges. to work in their 
twin town, the last being Mlle Pascale 
Pelletier who came to Chippenham to 
teach last year. 

Fairmindedness, the third point of 
the Compass, is a particular necessity 
between peoples who so frequently seem 
to misunderstand and mistrust each other 
at a political level. Our nearest neighbour 
has a culture which is quite different 
from our own. and it is for me a real joy 
to experience such a change virtually on 
our own doorstep. What better goal could 
there be than to lessen the conflicts in 
our European Community which occur 
from time to time, by sympathetic and 
intelligent understanding? 

l} have also been helped to achieve 
some modest progress towards the fourth 
point of the Compass, the testing of the 
Christian way. At the Twinning 
Ceremony held at Chippenham early in 
1983, ] suggested that a service might be 
held. and that those who wished might 
break bread together. There was some 
hesitation, but in the end well over 200 
French and English members attended, 
and the parable of the Good Samaritan 
was read in both French and English at 
St Andrew’s Parish Church. Since that 
time a number of Anglican and Catholic 
members have worshipped together when 
they have met in Chippenham and in La 
Flèche and at least one agnostic from the 
French town attends church on his visits 
to Chippenham, and enjoys the 


experience. The ecumenical groundwork 
which Toc H carried out should never be 
forgotten in this age when Christians are 
making real progress in worshipping and 
working together. 

Twinning, as with Toc H at its 
best, is above all fun. It is the fun of 
meeting friends. the fun of discovery, and 
the fun of doing something new. Our La 
Fléche friends appear to have a 
never-ending source of energy, and during 
their last visit they soundly beat the 
Chippenham skittles team when they 
played the game for the first time. We 
refuse to teach them cricket! Three 
Chippenham Toc H members and their 
wives may be seen as actors from time to 
time, performing playlets and sketches 
during the regular Members’ Evenings of 
the Twinning Association held alternately 
in English and in simple French. The 
members of Chippenham Toc H who are 
not active twinners have been kept in 
touch with progress by items on the 
branch programme during the last year. 
Mlle Pelletier attended the branch and 
answered questions, and recently the 
branch saw a video of a diapanorama 
(slides on two projectors) made by a 
keen La Fléche photographer, M. 
Christian Tourneur, about the history of 
his town. Blind members who receive 
Chippenham and District Tapes for the 
Handicapped, have also heard music and 
interviews recorded in La Fléche or at 
Twinning Concerts in Chippenham, and 
Pascale gave a series of simple French 
lessons on tape during her stay. 

There is no doubt that the 
building of the channel tunnel will have a 
profound effect on the British way of 
thinking. One has read many alarmist 
articles about this effect, ranging from 
rabies brought by animals on 
long-distance walks, to invasion by tanks 
driven under the sea, It might be helpful 
if Toc H, with its very special aims and 
history, concerntrated on links with the 
mainland and co-operation between 
people through projects and meetings to 
discuss matters of common interest. 


| Reg Coates is the Chairman of 
Chippenham Twinning Association. 
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A Christian Partnership 


Better Together 


by David Sheppard 
& Derek Worlock 


Published by Hodder & Stoughton. 
Price: £12.95. 


When I was young I was taught (weren't 
we all?) that ‘God helps them who help 
themselves ’. Later | read and 
enthusiastically embraced Darwin’s 
proposition about the ‘survival of the 
fittest’. Later still I learned the Principles 
of War. notably the one urging the 
reinforcement of success. | absorbed 
these ideas and based my political 
convictions on them. Perhaps sensing this, 
and the right-inclined bias they imply. my 
good friend Frank Rice, past-editor of 
‘Point 3’, suggested to the present one 
that she commission from me a review of 
Better Together — in the expectation (or 
so he said) that | would be objectively 
critical. I suppose he was looking for an 
appraisal such as John Gummer or 
Norman Tebbit might have been expected 
to provide. | wish he'd asked one of 
them! Not only because 1 am quite 
unable to fill the bill, but also for the 
fascinating prospect of seeing how those 
eminent gentlemen would have handled 
the task. 


Because there is nothing in the book, 


nothing at all, to which I can take 
exception. It is the story of two 
courageous and inspired churchmen, 


doing what is undeniably God’s work ina 
‘hurt city’, as they so poignantly call it. 
There is no anger, only reason. Their 
accounts of hardship and deprivation are 
not the stuff of party political polemic, 
and are amply supported by undisputable 
facts and figures. 1 do not see how 
anyone can do other than conceed their 
basic proposition, which is that the 
disadvantaged inhabitants of Liverpool 
have suffered too much and too long; and 
that the rest of us must somehow make 
life better for them. Cynics may continue 
to say that many of these people are 
demonstrably incompetent at helping 
themselves, and since for that reason God 
won’t help them, what can competent 
and better-off mortals do? But the 
authors of this moving account give the 
lie to such an interpretation of that 
child-learned homily. They show that it is 
not enough for outsiders to say ‘well it's 
their own fault, isn't it?’ even if this 
were true, which clearly it is not. They 
are not starry-eyed, these clerics. They 
are practical and very down-to-earth. 
Their book is eminently readable ; indeed, 
after a few pages I couldn't put it down. 


sfeview lur 


next years 
CEG 


Over half the existing CEC will not be 
Standing again next year. Some are 
barred by time, others by illness, and 
it is therefore urgent that we find new 
candidates. The movement can ill 
afford a weak CEC, and a shortage of 
members makes it more difficult to 
have effective sub-committees. 


So, please consider if you can make a 
contribution to Toc H at this level 

. . and, encourage anyone else who 
might be suitable. 


Candidates must be nominated by a 
Central Councillor, and any one 
Councillor may nominate more than 
one candidate. If you feel you can 
help, please ask your Central 
Councillor to nominate you. 


And, if you are the sort of person who 
prefers to be asked to stand . . . we are 
doing that now! Please respond. 


Entwined in the story of the sufferings 
and joys of inner-city Liverpool is the 
golden thread of their yearning pursuit of 
intra-Christian unity. Writing separately 
(as they frequently do with telling 
effect), David Sheppard says of the last 
evening of their pilgrimage with young 
folk to lona: ‘the final blessing was given 
jointly. For many it was an overwhelming 
experience, reflecting starkly what we 
share and where we are separated’. To 
this, Derek Worlock then adds: ‘As we 
walked away from the Abbey afterwards, 
I said to David, “We really must find a 
way forward together. I found it almost 
unbearable when, from the other side of 
the church, I could hear you saying 


mo 


almost the same words as I was ” `. 


Borrow it, beg it, or buy the book; but 
read it! It is the work of two living 
candidates for sainthood, For if it is true 
(and I still believe it is) that God helps 
those who help themselves, it is no less 
true that He helps and loves those who 


help others to help themselves. 


Peter Goozee 


David Sheppard is a Vice-President 
of Toc H. 


Peter Goozee is a retired 
i Brigadier {RAOC) and an Anglican 
Churchwarden. 
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Country Holiday 
Accommodation 


(Bed, Breakfast, and Evening Meal) 


at 
Corndene 


a 
al 
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Enjoy a quiet break in rural Shropshire. 
— informal, family atmosphere 
— secluded and peaceful setting 
-— ground floor rooms with ensuite 

bathrooms 
- visitors’ sitting room & dining room 
- central heating & log fires 
— beautiful countryside 
— many local attractions 


We cater specially for disabled and 
handicapped visitors and are open all 
year except for Christmas week. 
Standard terms £15.25 per person per 
day B.B & E. 


If you look after a disabled person, know 
someone who does or are yourself disabled 
you may be interested in our out-of-season 
breaks when we will provide care and full 
board for disabled guests. 


Please write or telephone for further 
information to: 
Clare & David Currant 
Corndene, Coreley 
Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 3AW 
Tel: Ludlow (0584) 890324 
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2 date 


Photo: Eastern Daily Press 


The marriage of Hilary Planton, a 
member of Dereham Ladies’ Branch, to 
Peter Gill was a very special occasion. The 
couple are both blind and are pictured 
here with their guide dogs, Milton and 
Brandy, who acted as page boy and 
bridesmaid on the day. 


obituaries__] 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In February 
Rose Hughes (Shirley & Solihull) 
Freda Miller (Rochdale) 


In March 

John R Cartwright (Barton on Humber) 
Alfred J Hinton (Fylde District) 

Jack C Neal (Fulham) 

James W C Oakley (Eltham) 

Arthur H Pulman (St Thomas — Exeter) 
Joseph Riley (Leigh) 


In April 

Thomas A Bodycote (Melton Mowbray ) 
Albert A Mitchell (Wellingborough) 
Thomas C Rae (Tunbridge Wells District ) 
George H Sharples (Exeter) 


Not Previously Recorded 

Leonard M Baldwin (Gorleston) 
Joan M Bentley (RHH1) 

William Brady (Bedlington) 
Arthur J Coward (Southampton District) 
Mr UL D ’Praser (Broughton Astley) 
Florence M Hammond (Spalding) 
Ivy M Phillips ( Bargoed ) 

Reginald V Plimmer (Conwy) 

Nellie Price (Sittingbourne ) 

Laura Rayner (Charmouth) 

Ethel Trevorrow (Penzance) 

Joyce Redfern {Thurcroft) 

Griffith Roberts (Porthmadoc) 
Albert E Wilson (Bedlington) 
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farewell____ 


to Beryl Hallas who has recently left the 
staff of Toc H Headquarters, where she 
was a Computer Operator for 6 years. 


Peter East left Bangladesh at the end of 
March and is now living, in well-earned 
retirement, near Alicante in Spain. He 
will be visiting the UK in the autumn and 
expects to spend the first week of 
October meeting Toc H members in 
various parts of the country. 


members 


The following new members 
registered during March / April. 


were 


Mrs R M Doran (Ashby-de-la-Zouch W), 
John M Bird (Broughton Astley M), 
Thomas R Millar, Andrew Walker 
(Broughty Ferry M), Michael Silverstone 
(Central), Dorothy Barber (Chard J), 
Teresa Barnes, Dean Foskett, Carol 
Smith. Jacqueline Watkins (Coalville & 
Ivanhoe District), Phyllis E Wright, Alice 
B Budden. Violet D Huish (Crewkerne J), 
Revd Robert O Stroud (Folkstone J), 
Alexander Fairbairn (Jedburgh M), 
Annabelle Mellenchip, Richard B 
Postance (Leicester District), Betty 
Roberts, Joan Roberts, Gladys 
Thompson, Dorothy M Turner, Margaret 
J Wenham (Kempston J), Stanley A 
Fellender (Nailsea M), Irene E R Danks, 
Barbara Jeavons (Netherton W), Karen 
Routledge (Newbottle J), Rev Douglas 
Bridge-Collyns (Orston J), Florence A 
Lee (Salcombe J), Trudy Hipperson 
(Seaford J), Neil Lawson, Kathryn 
Mercer (Shooters Hill District), Henry 

S Garfield (Tetbury M). 


Welcome to 32 new members. 


welcome. 


to Jackie Bartlett who been 
appointed as Personnel and Training 
Officer. She will be working from Bristo} 
for the next 12 months. 


has 


to Maureen Williams, formerly 
responsible for Accounts and Salaries, 
who is now the Personnel Assistant based 


at Toc H Headquarters. 


to Jennie Smith, the new Field 
Development Officer for the Mid-Eastern 


Region. 


to Tony Caldwell, who has just started 
work as Field Officer BAOR. 


to Anne Evans, now officially the Warden 
of Cuddesdon House. 


to Tricia Newman who has recently taken 
up the post of Administration Assistant 
at Headquarters. 


to Salaluddin Khaled, usually known as 
Shoppon, who has succeeded Peter East 
as co-ordinator of the Khasdobir Youth 
Action Group in Bangladesh. Shoppon, 
who is the son of the headmaster of the 
Khasdobir Primary School, will be 
working full-time for the project until 
September, when he starts college. 


Changes inthe 
Editorial Department 


Sue Biggerstaff has been appointed to fill 
the post of Editorial Assistant, which has 
been vacant since Barbara Martin became 
Administrative Officer at Headquarters. 
She will not be entirely office bound and 
will still be ‘roving’! We would like to 
thank Barbara, who has been responsible 
for all the background office work which 
has helped keep the magazine ‘on the 
road’ for 10 years. 


Eric Strange was a very carly member of 
Ashford Men's Branch. He has died at the age 
O92 

JM 


Jack Packham, a much respected member of 
the Jate Gravesend Branch, passed away 
peacefully in February. He had served as 
chairman, secretary and treasurer. His greatest 
achievements were summer outings and 
Christmas parties for handicapped people, a 
jigsaw library, and fund-raising for the Church 
of England Society, and he was always helped 
in these activities by his wife. He was a man of 
deep religious convictions who at all times 
conducted his life by the Four Points of the 
Compass. 

CAW 


Ivor Sturmey, who died in February, had been 
2 member for some 30 years and had been a 
branch chairman. Much involved in parish 
affairs and in the local community, he was 
always supported by his wife’s unwavering 
devotion. 

FAD 


Margaret Truscott, one of the founder members 
of Saltash Branch, died tragically in a house fire 
in February. She will be remembered for her 
company over 36 years and for the marvellous 
work she had always done before her 
retirement. 


PK 


Mrs Ethel Marjorie Constable, a member of 
Enfield Women’s Branch for many years died in 
October after a long illness. Ethel (aptly named 
*Robin’) was always darting from one venue to 
another — helping at clubs for the blind, deaf 
and dumb, and handicapped. She was a founder 
member of a local Blind Club started by the 
Enfield Men's Branch and acted as secretary for 
many years, She was job secretary for a long 
time and was very active in carrying out jobs as 
well as handing them out. 

Although Ethel was unable to attend 
meetings for the last year, she still maintained 
her support in whatever way she could. We shall 
certainly miss her very much. 

DD 


We give thanks for their lives. 


Worcester Men’s Branch have had to 
stop showing films after 35 years. 
They would like to hear from anybody 
who could make use of their Bell and 
Howell sound projector, model 626 
16mm (this has broken down but 
could perhaps be used for spare parts); 
or from any Toc H unit which would 
like to have their small film library. 


Please contact: Bill Richardson 


5 Abbots Close, Worcester 
WR2 5QD. Tel: 0905 421865 


Toc H Member Requires 


Transport Tickets 


For Private Collection 


Please contact : 
Eric Goatham, 18 Yorke Road 
Dartmouth, Devon TQ6 9HN 


Small advertisements must be reccived (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, 
to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office. Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Hythe, Kent, luxury six berth caravan, fully 
equipped with cooker, fridge, gas fire, WC, 
shower, TV, radio, situated on pleasant site 
with club house and bus service, £60 per week 
including gas/electric. Contact: Tony Cock, 
7 Tournay Close, Lympne, Hythe, Kent 
CT21 4LL. Tel: 0303 69407. 


Toc H and Jimmy Savile Caravans at Whitley 
Bay and Berwick, for disabled people and their 
relatives. £60 pw. Details: Mrs Edith Dodd, 10 
Resida Close, Lemington Rise. Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne NE15 8TQ. Tel: 091 264 3908. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD3 8BT. 


Huddersfield 


Day of Festivities 
SATURDAY 27 AUGUST 1988 
Due to unforeseen circumstances the 
Festival Tea will now be served in the 
Baptist Church, New North Road, 
Huddersfield. 


ea 


We urgently need a full-time 
Housekeeper, preferably someone with 
knowledge and experience of Toc H. 
Naturally, at a residential conference 
centre, the hours of work are spread 
Over a seven-day week, but don’t 
exceed 35, and include a total of two 
days off duty each week. 


The person should be in good health 
and possess a full driving licence. 
Accommodation for a single person 
can be made available. 


ARP 


relevant. 


persons wanting peace and quiet. 


in Hackney. 


For further information contact: 


GOPAK LTD 
FREEPOST, 
Dept TOC, 

Range Road, 
Hythe, Kent, 
CT21 SBR 

No stamp needed 
Alternatively ring Postcode 
0303 66704 


£7,345. 


For an informal discussion and/or 
please contact the 
telephone 08677 (Wheatley) 2004 or 
3918. For an application form and job 
description please write to the General 
Secretary, Toc H HQ, | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


visit, 


Closing 


Prideaux House is not a hotel, nor a boarding house, nor a hostel. It is the home 
of a community of people who have found their faith in God very real and 


Our aim is to offer good quality accommodation in a homely atmosphere for 
that short break in London, near the West End, theatres, shops, museums and 
concerts. Ideally suited for persons attending conferences, courses, business 
meetings, interviews, and for those in need of relaxation. Perfect for groups or 


Accommodation is offered in The Stanley Coulson Wing of our Community 
House and Centre in ten single (only) rooms, and all proceeds support our work 


Each bedroom has a very high standard of furbishing with own wash-basin. 
There are good shower facilities, lounges, TV Room, small garden and the 
Community Chapel. Wholesome cooking is the norm. Sadly, accommodation is 
not suitable for children, smokers and persons on specific orthodox diets. 


The Rev Gualter R de Mello, Prideaux House, Ecumenical Interfaith Centre, 
10 Church Crescent, London, E9 7DL. Telephone: 01 986 2233. 


(If writing, state name of paper, quoting ‘ACC/87’.) 


Gopak Ltd 


FOLDING TABLES 


HOUSE 


date for 
applications: 30 June 1988. 


rideaux House 


The Community and Fellowship of 
Friends Anonymous Service 


Salary on a scale £5,54 


Š 
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Warden, 


receipt of 


TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 


DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 


* GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 


Lightweight aluminium tables 
with maximum strength, 
minimum weight, attractive 
appearance and folding easily for 
compact storage. A wide range of 
sizes and colour tops is available. 


Ideal indoors or outdoors for 
fund-raising events... 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
used nationwide in Schools, 
Church Halls, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals . . . 
Please send for our FREE 
illustrated price-list with the 
opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 


A Trail 


Last month’s Point 3 revealed plans 
for a sponsored treasure hunt around 


London and Poperinge, on the 16 and , 


17 July. The sponsor forms have since 
been distributed to every Toc H 
branch and group, and the regional 
representatives are currently recruiting 
people to make up their teams. 


Each team will consist of three 
members and a Long Term Volunteer 
or member of staff who will act as 
team leaders. On 16 July they will 
follow 25 clues around Central 
London, taking them to places which 
have played some part in Toc H’s 
history. On 17 July, the team leaders 
will go across to Belgium to meet up 
with the young people of Poperinge 
and continue the historical trail 
around the town. 


The money raised from the London 
trail will be shared equally amongst 
the eight regions and used to finance 
trips to Talbot House for people 
who have never been before. 


Announcing 


of 


Two Cities 


REGENTS COLLEGE 
Vi nN REGENTS PARK, LONDON 
SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 1988 


A unique opportunity for all Toc H 
members, volunteers and friends to 
celebrate 25 years of projects together. 
Set in the grounds of Regents College, 
the party starts at 11.00am with 
activities and events for all ages which 
will carry on throughout the day. 
Creche facilities will be provided for 
the very young. 


Form 6.00 — 10.00pm there will be a 
concert with various bands and a 
barbeque, after which an all-night vigil 
will take place at a Central London 
venue to be decided. 


The party is especially for those who 
have been involved in Toc H projects 
since 1963, so please invite anybody 
you know who has done so. We hope 
that members will also use this event 
to introduce new people to Toc H. 


Further details and a booking form 
will be sent out at the end of May, but 
but if you want to be sure of getting 
the information send a self-addressed 
and stamped envelope to : 


Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest Close 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
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POPERINGES 


Time is running out! If you haven’t 
already sponsored your regional team, 
do so now. Or if you would like to be 
involved on the day, we'd like to hear 
from you. Please get in touch with 
your nearest contact: 


Philip Walker (LTV SE Region), 
22 Addington Street, Margate, Kent 
CT9 IPW. Tel: 0843 299292. 


Richard Postance, (LTV Mid-Eastern 
Region), 84 Meadvale Road, 
Knighton, Leicester LE2 3WL. Tel: 
0533 704807. 


John Burgess (Development Officer 
SE Region), 66 Park Meadow, 
Hatfield, Herts AL9 SHB. Tel: 07072 
64949, 


Clare Smythson (LTV Mid-Eastern § 5 
Region), 82 London Road, Ipswich, $- 
Suffolk IP! 2HE. Tel: 0473 213754. 


There are still 
opportunities for 


Drivers 


onthe 
1988 PUBLICITY DRIVE 


SEPTEMBER 9 — 17 


About 12 cars will be travelling around 
Britain visiting some of the main cities 
and telling people about 25 years of 
Toc H projects. 


If you are a driver with a clean licence, 
over 21, have experience of a Toc H 
project and are prepared to share the 
driving, please contact: 


Tim Day, 2 Church View 
Buckingham Road, South 
Holmwood, nr Dorking, Surrey 
RHS 4LD. Tel: 0306 889369 


Published by Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT and printed by The Chesham Press Ltd, Chesham, Bucks. 


